
 

 

4th COCK & BULL REAL 

BEER FESTIVAL 

I think we can say without blushing that 

the 3rd festival in February was another 

rip-roaring success over in Stony 

Stratford, so we’re inspired to do it 

again– on September 3rd & 4th. 

 

20 local-ish beers,  all of them excellent – 

I know, I tried them – plus four  apple-

based ciders (as opposed to you-bow-

what) went down very well, and a jolly 

time was had by all. Difficult to nominate 

a favourite amongst all the wonderful 

assaults on the taste-buds, but there’s no 

doubt that “Nobby’s Wild West” made its 

mark. 

 

Ken’s own-recipe curries did their job 

well greatly depleting the world’s stock of 

chick peas, and the local Fairtrade group 

launched fair-trade fortnight with some 

fine wines and juices.  

The Mayor of MK popped in for a swifty, 

and a chat with “Professor” Trevor 

Jeavons, who supplied the appropriate 

barrelhouse piano music. 

So, get along to York House Centre in 

Stony Stratford on September 3rd or 4th 

(or both!) and sample, sample, sample! 

SIMPLE! 
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WELCOME TO THE 6TH COCK & BULL NEWS 

Well, apologies for the newsletter silence for a while, but my 
mate, Clayton, has been a busy lad, what with one thing and 
another. Actually, it was mostly another. 

Hope you like this edition. By the way, the quiff’s still real: all 
those years of Brylcreem application have paid off, and there’s 
still pleasure to be had flicking the surplus from the teeth of 
the comb. 

Clayton’s mate, Vince; his mark:   X 

 

 



 

WE WELCOME local (to Stony) poet, IAN FREEMANTLE, 

who has written, and recently performed, these bons 

mots:  

The Bull & Cock Story 

 

Dis is me! 

Standing up here for all to see, 

For the first time sharing me poetry, 

The centre of the universe, 

No time to practice or rehearse, 

Gracefully going from ' Bard to Verse'. 

 

Dis is me! 

Feel free to cheer feel free to mock, 

I'm in the Bull or is it the Cock, 

Performing in this famous town, 

Tell an untrue story & word gets round. 

 

Dis is me! 

Up here like Benjamin Zephaniah, 

No , no , no lets aim higher, 

Ivor Cutler as mad as spaniels, 

No lets go to the top, lets be Ken Daniels. 

 

Dis is me! 

Hope it worked & I didn't blow it, 

It's hard you know being a virgin Poet, 

Standing up for all to hear, 

Feel free to mock feel free to cheer. 

 

Ian Freemantle 

You can often catch Ian at Stony’s “Scribal Gathering” 
performance-poetry evenings at The Bull Hotel in Stony 
every 2nd Tuesday. Go to www.scribalgathering.com. 
 
IF you want to contribute to this newsletter, or to the Cock 
& Bull website, or something ... or possibly other...  just 
email clayton@cockandbull.org.uk. 
 

FROM THE  
SUB-CONTINENT 

 
Con men who swindled 
people out of money by 
pretending to be genies with 
supernatural powers have 
been arrested, say 
Bangladeshi police.  
The scammers would gather 
personal information about 
their victims beforehand, 
call them and speak "in a 
tone similar to Arabic," 
police chief Farhad bin 
Imrul Kayes said. 
They then claimed to be 
genies who had descended 
from the sky and would tell 
people to send money to a 
specific location, threat-
ening a family tragedy if 
they disobeyed. 
Phone taps led police to the 
northern region of 
Bangladesh and into the 
Gobindaganj area. 
In the past three months, 24 
people were arrested and 
police said some had 
become rich after just one 
year of working the scam. 
"It has become an epidemic 
here," Mr Kayes went on. 
"During the phone talks, 
they would describe 
themselves as kings of 
genies who recite Koranic 
verses, inject fear of Allah 
among their victims and 
pretend to know some of 
their family secrets," he 
added. 
"Many of these cheats are 
illiterate but they are very 
smart," said sub-inspector 
Abdun Nur, who led several 
of the crackdown operations 
following numerous 
complaints. 

 
{This is a real news item, 

by the way. Clayton}

http://www.scribalgathering.com/


DETRITUS  
 

 

 

SEEN 

A large lorry trundled down our small 

cul-de-sac, its sides emblazoned with 

the statement “MK Skips”.“So what!” I 

thought.  

“A frog hops, and a flea jumps, but 

they don’t go around brazenly 

advertising it.” 

HEARD 

Shreiking and wailing were heard to 
emanate from the hot-house, where 
the climbing plants were so out of 
control they were causing chaos to 
visitors. There was mass wisteria. 

SMELLED 

The evil-smelling old tramp shivered 

on the park bench, awaiting Death, 

swaddled in greasy newspaper. He 

knew he'd had his chips. 

 

TASTED 

There’s a mouse 

 Lives in my house, 

  He’s such a grouse: 

Complains when I make curry. 

(I think he’s a racist). 

 

There’s a rat 

 Lives in my flat, 

  He ate the mat 

But didn’t even taste the cat 

(He certainly seems choosy). 

 

There’s a gnome 

 Lives in my home, 

  Quite near Frome. 

No there isn’t really. 

(I think I may be lonely). 

THOUGHT 

Some of the thoughts that go through 

my mind don't make any sense at all. 

Haven't they anything better to do? 

FELT 

n. A fabric of matted, compressed 

animal fibres, such as wool or fur, 

sometimes mixed with vegetable or 

synthetic fibres. 

 

 
 



 

BREAKING NEWS FROM STONY  

{yes, itõs stony broke} 

Youõd probably agree that Iõve mentioned the 4th  Cock & Bull Real Beer Festival, 

due to occur on September 3 & 4 th  at York House in Stony Stratford, quite 

enough. I agree, so how about:  

 

òHUMMUS & HUMOURSó on Wednesday September 15 th , also at York House 

(MK11 1JQ on your satnav)?  

Itõs the second of what we hope will be regular nights of humour. The first ð at 

The White Horse ð not only provided a good few larfs from songs, poems, jokes 

and musical-hall-style parodies, but raised a jolly £240, split equally between 

òHelp For Heroesó and òFriends of Stony Stratford Health Centreó. 

 

         
 

More silly songs and jocular stuff in September, but we also offer something a 

bit different in the form of some succulent Turkish food (hummus to start with, 

and definitely something involving patlican to follow), all for a mere £6.00 , with 

proceeds to York House Centre and to òBring The Hungarians Back To Stonyó 

(no, really.). You can bring your own drinks so itõs a cheepocheepo night out. If 

you live locally you can get tickets from York House Centre or from Well Past 

It, in Sto ny; otherwise, email clayton@cockandbull.org.uk  and weõll see what we 

can do. 

     
WE CONTINUE to be involved with the rich and varied music programme at The 

White Horse, here in Stony, and you can see whatõs on offer at 

Left: Shining Whit 

enchants with the tale of 

άThe Hole in the 

ElephantΩs Bottomέ; 

right: The Juke of Stony 

recounts the harrowing 

saga of Salomey 

Maloney 

Right: Brad 

Bradstock raises 

the tone; left: 

John New 

lowers it again 

(but hilariously) 

mailto:clayton@cockandbull.org.uk


www.rockinghorsenights.com .  We have a coup; the magnificent Kent DuChaine  

and his 80 -year -old National Steel guitar are  booked for October 28 th !!! 

 

One of our other toys is the WhamBamThankYouLamb! Festival at The Lamb in 

Stoke Goldington, and September 11 th  2010 will see the fifth outing, including 

the wonderful Pink Cardiacs and their vintage rockõõnõroll, Cloud 9õs superior 

covers of all sorts, Sian Magill & Equinox adding some excellent young talent, 

and .... wait for it ... Big Mc & The Doo -Whoppers, threaten ing to òdoó Anarchy 

In The UK amongst other things.  

 

Check the Stani Gallery in Stony High Street and see owner, Su Whiitaker õs, 

take on The Cock & Bull Story, amongst lots of other pictorial goodies.  You could 

also look at www.stonystratford.gov.uk  for details of The Big Draw event  on 

October 9th , when artist, Jonny Boatfield, invites you to  come along and 

participate in a mass drawing session.  

 

NOT TOO EARLY to mention the 7 th  StonyWords! Literature festival ð contact 

us if youõd like to put something on ð if itõs to do with words, itõs relevant. 22nd 

to 31 st  January 2011. 

 

 

 

                                           

 

TO SIGN UP FOR THE COCK & BULL SOCIETY , 

OR FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT EVENTS 

AND IDEAS  

 

http://www.rockinghorsenights.com/
http://www.stonystratford.gov.uk/


EMAIL

 

OR VISIT  

 


